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SUBJECT: HEARINGS BEGIN AGAINST PC ACCUSED OF TOURTURING 
POLITICAL PRISONERS 

REF: MANILA 13573 

1 . COURT MARTIAL PROCEEDINGS BEGAN SEPTEMBER 14 AGAINST 
FOUR MEMBERS OF THE POLICE CONSTABULARY (PC) ACCUSED OF 
TORTURING POLITICAL PRISONERS AT CAMP OLIVAS, PAMPANGA. 

THE FOUR, IDENTIFIED BY THE LOCAL PRESS AS FIRST LIEUTENANT 
CLIFFORD NOVERAS, SERGEANT JACINTO CALICA, CORPORAL EDDIE 
ABALOS, AND CORPORAL HENRY RATO, ARE BEING TRIED AT PC 
HEADQUARTERS (CAMP AGUINALDO) BY A FIVE-MAN MILITARY TRI- 
BUNAL HEADED BY COL. PRUDENCIO REGIS. ACCORDING TO THE 
LOCAL PRESS, WHICH DEVOTED FRONT-PAGE HEADLINES TO THE 
COURT MARTIAL STORY, THE ACCUSED WERE ARRAINGED TWO WEEKS 
AGO AND PLEADED NOT GUILTY. 

2. IN THE FIRST DAY OF THE HEARING, TWO MILITARY DOCTORS 
PRESENTED TO THE TRIBUNAL THE RESULTS OF AN AFP INSPECTOR 
GENERAL S INVESTIGATION, WHICH THE PRESS SAID WAS ORDERED 
BY DEFENSE SECRETARY ENRILE. THE DEFENDANTS WERE CHARGED 
WITH VIOLATING THE ARTICLES OF WAR; LT. NOVERAS IS ADDI- 
TIONALLY CHARGED WITH CONDUCT UNBECOMING AN OFFICER AND 
GENTLEMAN. THE FOUR PC ARE ACCUSED OF TOURTURING DURING 
INTERROGATION THREE PERSONS UNDER DETENTION WITH 
FATHER EDICIO DE LAT TORRE FOR ALLEGED SUBVERSION. NOVERAS 
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THE FOOT OF CENON SEBRANO. CALICA ALLEGEDLY ' SUBJECTED 
TO INDIGNITIES" MRS. CRISTINA RODRIGUEZ. ABALOS IS 
ACCUSED OF PISTOL WHIPPING AND FORCING AN IRON BALL DOWN 
THE THROAT OF JULIAN GIRON. THE FOURTH DEFENDANT, RATO, 

WAS NAMED IN SOME PRESS ACCOUNTS OF THE HEARING, BUT NO 
MENTION WAS MADE OF THE CHARGES AGAINST HIM. 

3. COMMENT: THIS IS THE FIRST TIME IN RECENT MEMORY A 

TORTURE TRIAL HAS BEEN WIDELY PUBLICIZED BY THE GUIDED 

PHILIPPINE PRESS. THE TIMING OF THE COURT MARTIAL 

HEARING AND THE UNUSUALLY AMPLE PRESS COVERAGE SUGGEST 

THE MOVE IS A DIRECT RESPONSE BY THE MARCOS REGIME TO THE 

IMMINENT RELEASE OF THE AMENSTY INTERNATIONAL REPORT ON POLICIAL 

PRISONERS AND THE FRASER COMMITTEE HEARINGS. SULLIVAN 
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